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are actually worshipped all over Berar, and in every case some
signification, either mythical or symbolical, has heen contrived
or sanctioned by some expert Brahman to justify and authorise
tiie Custom. Yet it seems certain that among the vulgta there
is at first no arnere pensee, or second meaning, in their adoration.
The worshipper requires no such motive, he- asks for no sign,
offers no prayer, expects no reward. He pays reverent atten-
tions to the Unaccountable Thing, the startling expression of
an unknown power, and goes his way* It is -not difficult to
perceive how this original downright adoration of queer-look-
ing objects is modified by passing into the higher order of
imaginative superstition. First, the stone is the abode of some
spirit; its curious shape or situation betraying possession.
Next, this strange form or aspect argues some design, or
handiwork, of supernatural beings, or is the vestige of their
presence on earth; and one step further lands us in the world-
wide regions of mythology and heroic legend, when the natural
remarkable features of a hill, a cleft rock, a cave, or a fossil,
commemorate the miracles and feats of some saint, demi-god,
or full-blown deity. Berar is abundantly furnished with such
fables, and beyond them we get, as I think, to the regarding of
gtones as emblems of mysterious , attributes, to the phallic
rites, to the Saligram or fossil in which Vishnu is manifest,
'and to all that class of notions which entirely separate the
outward image from the power really worshipped* So that at
last we emerge into pure symbolism, as when anything appears
to be selected arbitrarily to serve as a visible point for spiritual
adoration. The present writer knew a Hindu officer of great
shrewdness and very fair education, who devoted several hours
daily to the elaborate worship of five round pebbles, which he
had appointed to be his symbol of Omnipotence. Although
his general belief was in one all-pervading Divinity, he must
have something symbolic to handle and address.

It may be affirmed that the adoration of Things Inanimate
having motion is, even in its rudest expression, more reason-
able than the habit of staring with awe at a big stone, ajid
may therefore be held to mark a slight advance towards higher
levels. In Berar we have the worship of elements as fetich,